ELLEN   TERRY
The great event of the year 1885 at the Lyceum  Theatre  was   the production of "Faust" on the igth of December.    The work of producing a version of the First Part of Goethe's overwhelming drama was intrusted  to   Mr.   W.   G. Wills,   who, in attempting such a task, gave signal proof of his valour if not of his discretion.    " To represent   the   Faustus   of Goethe,"  said Schlegel,    "we   must   possess   Faustus's magic staff,  and  his  formula of conjuration "; in addition, the same critic observes that Goethe purposely outruns  the  " dimensions of the theatre in all directions." Looking to the fact that Mr. Wills was simply  a   fairly  accomplished   playwright without a magic wand,   and that he was strictly limited to the conventional " three hours' traffic of the stage," he seems to me to have done his work as well as could be expected.    Whether the effort should ever have been made is another question, and one which it is not necessary to answer here.    The  Lyceum version of "Faust" 186